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Meh taria Watters have expressed, their intentaons to seed 5, 002, 000° acres to 

principal crops thi's spring. This acreage.is 10. percent stialler than last year's 

“seedings: of 5,567; 000: acres and 6, - percent smaller than average of .the preceding 
‘decade. © The’ Marek 2 report. shcws a sharp reduction. in spring wheat and. flaxseed 
acrédge which are “only partially offset by heavier acreages of oats; barley and dry 
beans. The wheat allotment program. is primarily responsible for the shift from wheat 
to heavier acreages, of oats, barley. and dry beans. Further shifts, if any, will be 
determined by weather conditions at seeding. time, the survival of winter wheat and 
the - availability of seed for planting Durum. wheat... 

2 * «Seed ‘bed preparation, usually begun by this date, hag waar delayed ay frozen 
soil and wet fields. : Subsoil ‘moisture, reserves are.generally average or better in 

~'the northern half ‘of the State ang in some. southeastern sections but below. average 
in. southwestern and several south. central.areas. While topsoils are well ‘saturated — 
with moisture and will promote early growth, heavy spring rainfall will be. needed in 
the drier sections to’assure good crop prospects, 


Wheat: Growers intentions indicate that 2,511,000 acres will be seeded to spring. 

: ieee wheat, 21 percent less than last Sear he ‘seedings: of 3, 179, 000 acres. This 
acreage is 32 percent smaller than the’ 1944-53. average of 3, 705, OOO acres. Current 

- estimates may not fully appraise the increased. ‘acreage allotinents of Class 2 Durum. 
wheat just. recently granted jionts na, to increase production of this crop. Larger 
plantings are likely if Durum seed. ‘becomes available. The current spring wheat 
acreage added to the winter wheat estimate last fall of 1,699,000 acres ‘totals | 
iy 210, 000 acres of-all wheat. This acreage is 11 percent smaller than the ErOEB a. . 
seedings of 4,710,000 acres for.the 1954 crop. The winter wheat seedings ‘are still 
dormant, but most observers believe that the crop has escaped winter injury and 
survival will be good. Any el abandoned: eure sry arer en. ue, Teseeded to Spring: 
wheat, 
Feed Grains: Another record breaking acreape Soe bas is indicated’ for’ 1955, 

Farmers intend. to seed 1,505,000. acres which is 10 percent’ greater 

than last year's 1 368, QOO acres and more than double average seedinzs-of 710,000 
acres, Oats seedings may be expanded 7 percent to 613, 000 aores}ant 101, 000 acres- 
more than average. Frospective corn plantini?s of 201,000°acres: pre’ ‘unchanged from. 
195, but 8 percent above average. ‘The aggregate of these: tore Keil totals - 
2,319,000 acres, compared with 2,142,000 acres in 1954;° iol Al, 1955. 


Other Crops: The.flaxseed acreage is greatly reduced from 160, 000: acres last year */ 
to prospects of 86,000 acres in‘1955, causéd ‘mai yf ron poo, yields / 
and failures a yéar ago. Sugar: beets under ‘acreage allotments indicate SL, 000" acres 
will be planted against 55,500 in 1954, Fotatoes and dry pea plantings ‘of. 10, d00-——~/ 
and 4,000 acres: respectively are unchanged from a year ago. “The dry pean acreage of 
"20,000 will be a fourth larger than the 1954 crop. Farmers and ranchers intend to 
cut 2,509,000 acres of hay in 1955, 3 percent above the 2,436,000 acres harvested 
last year. 
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Corn gr PERSE ae rs he aks: ‘ 14,5 Buy - OL. ’ ree 100 
Springwheat™% 2 89,705 1349 aneene EE RSL 719 
DStS y ipyens ice. Soe 512 m eaeO " ta 613 oy Oe 
PEULOy cekes ives 710 2347 ip eeeey 368 1,505 110 
Flaxseed .e..ee 126 6.4 M 160 ee) 5h 
Beans, Gry sgeee 16 1,443 Lbs. 16 bh ele 125 
POSS. CURT ve anise 15 Ey hey n 4 4 100 
Sugar beets: se... 65." UM etl Tons 5555 52 93 
Potatoes ivtse ee Aa 183 Bu, 10.0 1040 100 
All hay L/seceee 2,28 3 Tons 2,436 2,509 103 
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i/Data for hay relates to acres for harvest. _ 
P, J, Creer, Agr. Statistician in Chg, 
L. W, Wallin, Agr. Statistician 
J, R,. Price, Agr. Statistician 
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Sharp shifts from 1954 planted acreages of several major crops will be made by 
growers this season. An if slanbiin plans materialize, the total acreage of. spring-: 
planted crops will be slightly larger than lest season. Much uncertainty about ful- 
fillment of plans’ arises ‘from the possible extent of winter wheat to be lost and re- 
planted to other crops,: final acreage allotments for some crops, and the weather at 
planting time. Improvement’ in soil moisture conditions in large areas during the last 
few weeks: os some optimism about crop prospects, While the season generally is 
not‘'as early as in the past few years, there have as yet been no serious delays in : 
starting spring work; a.few areas are advanced. Shortages of irrigation water mee te 
and drought in. a Jacce southwestern area are the chief dark spots in the otherwise 
good spring prospects. 

For the 16 crops covered in ‘this report, a total of nearly 285% million acres is 
indicated, ‘3.2 million more. than were planted. in 1954. Decreases of over a half-mil- 
lion actés of durum wheat, 1.4.million acres of other spring wheat, two-thirds of a. 
million acres of rice, . ‘along with small decreases in flax, peanuts, tobacco, _and sugar 
beets, ‘aré now in prospect... These would he more than offset by increases of 1% million 
acres‘each of ‘barley and isoybeans, 1.4 million acres of sarghums. cand smaller increases. 
in’ ‘corn;' oats, | ‘potatoes,: ‘dry beans, and dry.peas. Much of the overall difference re- 
sults from an “increase of:1.6 million acres in hay crops, 

Spring work usually started by this date:nas been delayed slightly by. ‘now, rain 
and wet fields in many areas. But the. additional soil moisture was. needed - rather 
generally and ‘has improved crop prospects. A warm, dry week in mid-larch helped. bring 
activities up-to-date. ‘Topsoil moisture is generally adequate, except in a long= 
affected southwestern drought area. Subsoil.reserves have improved, but are still be- 
low normal in'a strip from southern Indiana westward across Missouri into the Plains. 
States, also’in southern Georgia.and western: Florida. . Concern is felt over short 
irrigation water supplies in some central and most southern parts.of the western _ 
mountain area, 
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